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Correspondence 
1. Memo to Suzanne D. Case, DLNR, from Michael Nāhoʻopiʻi regarding Request to 

Initiate Organizational Changes dated November 23, 2022. 
2. Memo to Matthew Hatakeyama, KIRC, from Michael Nāhoʻopiʻi regarding Acting 

Executive Director dated November 23, 2022. 
3. Letter to Senate President Ronald D. Kouchi and House Speaker Scott K. Saiki, 

from Michael Nāhoʻopiʻi regarding the Status of the Kahoʻolawe Rehabilitation 
Trust Fund report, dated November 29, 2022 . 

4. Letter to Whom It May Concern from Michael Nāhoʻopiʻi regarding Nalu Studies 
dated December 21, 2022. 

5. Memo to Dawn Chang, Department of Land and Natural Resources, from Michael 
Nāhoʻopiʻi regarding disposal of state property dated January 4, 2023. 

6. Letter to Richard Bissen, Jr., Maui County Mayor, from Michael Nāhoʻopiʻi 
regarding Reappointment of Saumalu Mataafa to the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve 
Commission, dated February 14, 2023. 
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Miscellaneous 
1. Governor Green’s letter to The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, State Senate 

President, and The Honorable Scott K. Saiki, State House Speaker regarding the 
state budget, dated February 13, 2023. 

2. Testimony of Michael K. Nāhoʻopiʻi, Executive Director, Before the Senate 
Committees on Water and Land And Hawaiian Affairs, regarding Senate Bill 100, 
Relating to the Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission, January 31, 2023. 

3. Testimony of Michael K. Nāhoʻopiʻi, Executive Director, Before the House 
Committee on Water and Land, regarding House Bill 571, Relating to the 
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February 9, 2023. 
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Additionally, our Kaho`olawe field teams also needs additional field support as we increased our 
focus to coastline stabilization and coastal wetland restoration efforts. 
 
The KIRC has lived on a shoestring budget for the past decade, making do with whatever 
resources and funds we have been able to get, but at the same time been able to do amazing 
work, restoring one of the most devastated and remote places in Hawaii.  The task ahead of the 
KIRC is one of the greatest challenges for this and the next generation, but to many here in 
Hawaii, a challenge that is worth the effort. 
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Testimony of 

MICHAEL K. NĀHO`OPI`I 
Executive Director 

 
Before the House Committee on 

 
WATER AND LAND 

 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 

9:30 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 430 

 
In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 571 

RELATING TO THE KAHO`OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION 
 
House Bill 571 appropriates funds for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission and to fund 
three full-time equivalent (3.0 FTE) positions for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission. 
The Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC) strongly supports this measure. 
 
The KIRC is the single government agency responsible to provide and maintain on-island 
infrastructure and services on Kaho`olawe. Our on-island responsibilities include operating and 
maintaining an OSHA standard, field workcamp to support staff and a volunteer workforce while 
restoring the devasted landscape of Kahoolawe.  
 
The general funds provided in Act 248/SLH2022 was a significant one-time contribution to the 
operations and support needed to continue the KIRC’s innovative and effective Kaho`olawe 
Island restoration and management efforts. The KIRC seeks, through this measure, to make this 
appropriation permanent to ensure that the KIRC can continue the long-term operations and 
maintenance of the Honokanai`a Base Camp, on-island facilities and infrastructure, and the 
KIRC ocean going vessel, `Ōhua.  Without our base of operations, the well-maintained 
equipment and facilities on Kaho`olawe, and our means of getting to and from Kahoolawe, safe 
public access as well as the continuing management and restoration efforts on Kaho`olawe 
would be impossible.  This funding is crucial to the long-term stability and continuation of the 
KIRC’s on-island restoration and rehabilitation efforts. 
 
The additional KIRC positions are critically vital as the KIRC has observed a long-term increase 
in unpredictability and severity of weather and ocean conditions in the waters surrounding Maui 
and Kaho`olawe, most likely due to climate change and global warming, which has resulted in an 
increased need for additional manpower to safely and effectively operate the KIRC ocean vessel. 
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STAND. COM. REP. NO. 
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positions for fiscal years 2017—2018 and 2018—2019. However,
these funds were only enough to support staffing, Maui—based
facilities, and Maui—based operations. Thus, Act 140, Session 
Laws of Hawaii 2018, provided additional general funds for 
Kahcfolawe island safety and operations, and Act 248, Session Laws 
of Hawaii 2022, provided a one—time infusion of $400,000 in 
general funds for Kahcfolawe island—based operations and additional 
cultural resource staffing. 

Your Committees find that although previous funding provided
critical relief for field operations after two years of fiscal 
austerity, additional funding is needed to ensure that Kahokflawe's 
on—island operations, safety, and infrastructure are maintained,
and that the island remains open for critical restoration and 
cultural activities. Further, the increased severity of long—term
weather conditions in and around the waters surrounding Kahokflawe 
and Maui require additional positions to augment the Commission's 
boat operations and to expand coastal erosion and shoreline 
protection projects on Kahokflawe. Therefore, this measure 
appropriates funds for the Commission and funds three full—time 
equivalent (3.00 FTE) permanent positions to support the 
Commission's management, protection, and restoration of the 
cultural and historical resources of Kahokflawe. 

Your Committees have heard the testimony of the Kahokflawe 
Island Reserve Commission, which requested that language be 
included in the measure that would fund the Commission 
permanently. Your Committees find that this issue raises concerns 
that merit further consideration and request that your Committee 
on Ways and Means further examine those issues and concerns raised 
by the testifiers on this measure. 

Therefore, your Committees have amended this measure by: 

(1) Inserting blank appropriation amounts; and 

(2) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2050, to 
encourage further discussion. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Water and Land and Hawaiian Affairs that are 
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the 
intent and purpose of s.B. No. 100, as amended herein, and 
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recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto 
as s.B. No. 100, S.D. l, and be referred to your Committee on Ways
and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Water and Land 
and Hawaiian Affairs, 

MAILE S.L. SHIMABUKURO, Chair ORRAEN’E R. fiwo‘UiE, Chair 
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STAND. COM. REP. NO. jf0 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB09 , 2023 
RE: H.B. No. 571 

H.D. 1 

Honorable Scott K. Saiki 
Speaker, House of Representatives 
Thirty-Second State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2023 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B. 
No. 571 entitled: 

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE KAHO’OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE 
COMMISSION,” 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources for the Kaho’olawe Island 
Reserve Commission to effectively meet the unique challenges of 
restoring, preserving, and determining the appropriate uses of the 
Kaho’olawe Island Reserve for the people of Hawaii. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission, Protect Kaho’olawe 
‘Ohana, and numerous individuals. Your Committee received 
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Center for 
Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies. 

Your Committee finds that the Kaho’olawe Island Reserve 
Commission has made great strides in recent years in the 
restoration of Kaho’olawe’s natural and cultural resources; 
however, additional funding is needed to ensure that Kaho’olawe’s 
on—island operations, safety, and infrastructure are maintained 
and the island remains open for critical restoration and cultural 
activities. Funding for additional positions is also necessary to 
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